Patient safety first alert--epinephrine and phenylephrine in surgical settings.
Epinephrine and phenylephrine always should be used with extreme caution, especially in their most concentrated solutions. This is especially true in the OR where these medications are used for purposes involving extreme variations in doses and strengths. Although these medications may be handled and administered daily, clinicians must be vigilant in their efforts to ensure safe handling practices. Clinicians should monitor patients carefully for any adverse side effects. Practitioners should review up-to-date references for all products, including epinephrine and phenylephrine, and follow the recommended strategies and measures to reduce risks when preparing, handling, or administering these medications in the OR.